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By Dia L. Michels
Illustrated by Wesley Davies

Explore w hat it means 

to be all grow n up! 

All newborn mammals—whether they have hooves,  
flippers, claws, or wings—rely on mother’s milk to help them grow.  

In order to survive, every cub, calf, and kit must eventually figure out how 
to find their own food. From bats learning how to fly to elephants gaining 

control of their trunks, animal families help their young develop the tools they 
need to hunt, forage, or scavenge. Open this book to explore the incredible 
variety of skills baby mammals must learn in order to survive and thrive. 

“There is something fascinating about youngsters of all our 
mammal relatives. Whether you read this to your child, or they 

read it themselves, it will provide nicely illustrated, scientifically 
accurate, but easily absorbed stories about familiar animals.”

—Don E. Wilson, Curator of Mammals Emeritus,                                               
National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution

“This beautifully illustrated book allows children to explore interesting 
facts about the nurturing behaviors and instincts of mammals. It gives 

children an appreciation for the importance of nurturing while promoting 
scientific inquiry, mathematical challenges, and engineering practices.”

—Alma Miller, STEM Education Consultant,
Presidential Awardee for Excellence in Science Teaching, 

and NSTA Coordinator for the District of Columbia
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